PREFACE
After Gandhiji's tragic death last year I was asked by
some of our revered leaders and all the closest friends
and associates who constituted Gandhiji's wider family to
take up the writing of his full-dress, authentic biography
as a matter of sacred duty. An outline of the plan of the
hook was published in Harijan of 6-3-1949. But it was
ten months before I could disengage myself from the
work in Noakhali with which GandhijI had entrusted me
along with other members of his entourage. Further
preliminaries took more time, and it was only recently
that details were finally completed to begin work under
the auspices of the Navajivan Trust, the prospective pub-
lishers of the biography.
I utilized the interval to prepare for publication a
series of forestudies to the full-dress biography, particu-
larly bearing on the last phases of Gandhiji's mission. The
present volume is the first of the series. The next one
will deal with his " Do or Die " mission of peace and re-
conciliation in Noakhali. The third is my sister Dr.
Sushila Nayyar's diary of the twenty-one months* deten-
tion in Aga Khan Palace with Gandhiji. It will be
published in the first instance in Hindustani by the Sasta
Sahitya Mandal, Connaught Circus, New Delhi. A Guja-
rati rendering will be published about the same time by
the Navajivan Press, Ahmedabad.
In giving precedence to these publications I have
been led by the consideration that they embody Gandhiji's
reply to the^.- atomic challenge which confronts the
world today. They unfold in minute detail the theory
and practice of non-violence of the strong, to perfect
which especially his last days were devotedv The sub-
stance of these volumes will later be incorporated in a
condensed form in the full-dress biography of Gandhiji.
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